Resuscitating the pediatric patient.
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation in the pediatric patient population is a rare and often terminal event. This article addresses the anticipatory approach to the sick child with a focus on recognizing illness before resuscitation becomes necessary. An appreciation of the unique developmental, anatomic, and physiologic differences in children in terms of their relation to the assessment of illness is emphasized. Definitive interventions for the child who progresses to extremis also are described.